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assigned to them, in spite of some signs of reaction to the
contrary. But however interesting all this may be from the
point of view of minute scholarship, it does not and need not
affect in any way the substance of the account I have given,
in the text, of the different stages in the evolution of Early
Christian doctrine. What is of importance is that all the
stages of this evolution are clearly indicated in one or other of
these Epistles; and if any or all of these documents could be
shown to belong to a later period than that usually assigned to
them, or to a period later than it would have been possible for
them to have been written by the Apostles themselves, it
would only mean that they contain embedded in them those
earlier stages of the doctrine which have come down by Church
tradition from the earlier time. This is especially the case in
all the Epistles which purport to be written to the Jewish-
Christian churches of the Dispersion, at however late a period;
for among these churches it is questionable whether the
relationship of Jesus to God, which was the very soul and core
of the entire evolution of Christianity up to the time of the
establishment of the full-blown doctrine of the Trinity, could
ever have reached beyond the very earliest stage of evolution,
or at any rate farther than it reached in the case of Paul for
example, who, it will be remembered, regarded Jesus only as
the Archetypal Man of the early chapters of Genesis, pre-
existent in Heaven with God before the creation of the World.
Indeed it would have been almost a miracle for a true-born
Jew either of Palestine or of the Dispersion to have brought
himself in those early ages to regard Jesus as on an equality
with God* And hence it is, that to however late a period
Criticism may assign the Epistles written to the Jewish-
Christian churches, we may always expect to find that the
relationship of Jesus to God is either not mentioned in them
at all, as in the Epistle of James, or shows traces that it has
not advanced beyond the most primitive stage, as in the
discourses of Peter in the Acts, or in the first Epistle of Peter,